
Lectors (Liturgical Ministers) 

Lectors have a very special privilege and responsibility.  They read the “Word of Our Lord” to the congregation at 
each Mass.  According to the “Lector Workbook”, “The Word of God proclaimed in the Liturgy is a living Word with 
power to nourish and transform both those who proclaim it and those who hear it”.  It is quite an honor to be a 
Lector/Reader of the Word. 
 
Each Lector receives a helpful Lector Workbook, which provides pronunciation help, and explains each of the 
readings. This helps in understanding the message and in knowing how to deliver the reading.  When scheduled to 
lector, arrive 20 minutes prior to Mass and report to the Set-up person.   
 
Prepare the Readings – In the days preceding the liturgy, read through the passages. Practice reading them aloud.  
 
Before Mass   
• Review the pre- and post-Mass announcements. These are located on the lectern. 
• Ensure the stand for the Gospel is on the altar. (When not in use, it is stored in the windowsill by the organ.) 
• Review the Prayers of the Faithful, found on the shelf at the Ambo.  

o Note – for announcements and Prayers of the Faithful, there may be items specific to Saturday or 
Sunday liturgy.  

• Approximately three (3) minutes before Mass, proceed to the lectern and deliver the pre-Mass announcements. 
Invite visitors to stand, introduce themselves and identify their hometown. Lead the congregation in reciting the 
Memorare. Return to the rear of the sanctuary. 

 
Procession 
• The Lector processes, carrying the Book of Gospels, held aloft.  
• Upon reaching the front of the sanctuary, step to the right and wait for the priest. Bow concurrently with the 

priests and EM.  
• Continuing to carry the Book of Gospels aloft, proceed behind the altar and place the book in the plastic stand.  
• Continue around and process to your pew by way of the Ambo. 
 
Readings 
• Following the opening Collect prayer, position yourself near the Ambo. 
• After priest has been seated, step to the Ambo and proclaim the first reading.  
• If the cantor/choir is present they will sing the responsorial psalm. If so, take a seat near the Ambo and return 

following the responsorial psalm. If no cantor/choir is present, then read the responsorial psalm.  
• Proclaim the second reading. When finished, close the Lectionary, place it on the stand at the front of the Ambo, 

and return to your position in a seat/pew near the Ambo.  
• Towards the end of the Nicene Creed, position yourself near the Ambo. As celebrant recites the Universal Prayer 

introduction, return to the Ambo. Deliver the Prayers of the Faithful. Remain standing at the Ambo during the 
celebrant’s concluding prayer. Return to your pew.   

 
Post-Mass Announcements 
• After Communion, position yourself near the lectern.  
• After the closing prayer, Celebrant will take a seat.  Proceed to the lectern and deliver the Post-Mass 

Announcements.  Return to your pew for the recessional hymn. Depart with the congregation.  
 
Note – On certain occasions, two lectors will be scheduled.  When this is the case:  

• First Lector handles the Pre-Mass Announcements, carries the Book of Gospels in the procession, delivers 
the First Reading, Responsorial Psalm (if no cantor/choir), and reads the Prayers of the Faithful. 

• Second lector processes with the Book of Prayers and places it below the Ambo; delivers the second reading 
and places the Lectionary on the stand at front of Ambo. Reads the Post-Mass Announcements.  


